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General Structure 
for the analysis of literary texts 

How to Structure Your Analysis 
A literary text analysis should have a clear structure: 

introduction, main body and conclusion. 

� 
lntroduction 

• Which text are you analysing? What is it about?

• Name title, author, text type, publishing date,

topic/theme

Main body 
• Follow the task carefully.

• Choose your paragraphs according to the aspects

you are asked to analyse.

• Possible focus areas may include narrator type,

narrative perspective, Language / word choice,

structure, effect on the reader.

• Only analyse aspects that are relevant to the task.

Conclusion 
➔ Sum up how the text's narrative technique creates

its effect, and how effective it is in relation to the task. 
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General Structure 
for the analysis of literary texts 

Q __ D 
Briefly introduce the text and the task focus. 
lnclude: 

• title of the text / chapter
• author
• text type (e.g. novel extract, short story)
• narrator type (e.g. first-person narrator)
• topic / situation

Example 
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START 

The extract from Gary Paulsen's novel Lawn Boy, first published in 2007, is narrated by a twelve-year-old boy who 

unexpectedly starts a lawn-mowing business. Paulsen uses a first-person na'i've narrator to present the boy's 

accidental entry into capitalism and to explore the gap between what the narrator understands and what the reader 

sees. 

11AIN BODY 

In the main body, always stick closely to the task and analyse exactly what you are asked to focus on. 
The focus and paragraph structure may vary depending on the task. 

Write one PEEL paragraph for each relevant analytical focus. 

Possible analytical focus areas 

- Narrator/ Narrative Perspective
• ldentify and analyse who tells the story and how this shapes what the reader knows.
• Example focus: first-person na"ive narrator ➔ limited knowledge ➔ dramatic irony

- Language
• Analyse how the author's word choice shapes meaning and the reader's response.

--- ---
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--- ---
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• Example focus: simple vocabulary, matter-of-fact tone, humour through understatement

- Effect on the Reader
• Analyse how the narrative technique creates a specific reaction in the reader.
• Example focus: emotional connection, sympathy, humour, dramatic irony

lmportant: 
- Only include the aspects that are relevant to the task.

• Summarise you r main findings with cl� reference to the task)
�ND] 

• Sum up the effect the narrative technique creates on the reader and explain how it achieves tli1s.
• Do not add new evidence.

Example 
Overall, Paulsen combines a first-person narve narrator, simple colloquial language and dramatic irony to create a 

story that is both humorous and thought-provoking. The narrator's limited understanding invites the reader to see 

more than he does, which makes the story engaging and subtly educational. 
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General Tips 

Do 

� Use present tense: The narrator uses / creates ... 
� Use formal English. 
� Analyse how the text works, not only what it says. 
� Keep each paragraph focused on one clear idea. 
� Always connect your analysis narrator's 

perspective or the effect on the reader. 
� Use topic sentences to guide your reader. 
� Explain the effect of every quotation. 

Don't 

X Don't use I think or in my opinion. 

X Don't retell the story. 

X Don't list techniques without explaining. 

X Don't confuse summary with analysis. 

X Don't write about the topic only; write about how

it is presented. 
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